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Say to the believing men that they should lower their gaze and guard their 
modesty: that will make for greater purity for them: And Allah is well 
acquainted with all that they do. 

And say to the believing women that they should lower their gaze and 
guard their modesty; that they should not display their beauty and 
ornaments except what (must ordinarily) appear thereof; that they should 
draw their veils over their bosoms... . 


The Holy Quran: 24:30-31 



To 

The Promised Mahdi 

(Peace be upon him) 








Sayyed Ali Khamenei 


The Leader of the Islamic Revolution 




Introduction 


Let's first look at the news: 

Men offer accommodation in exchange for sex to students in Manchester 


-We found men across Manchester and Salford advertising ‘free room/rent’ for 
young women and students who would agree to an arrangement consisting of 
performing sexual acts on a regular basis. 

- Most of the posts are suggestively posted by men around the ages for 30-58 seeking 
girls ages 16-24. 

- Salford and Greater Manchester areas are littered with online adverts listing ‘free 
room for young woman/student’ as the hook before introducing ‘sexual arrangement 
FWB’. 

- A man was recently arrested in London for raping women who he had lured to his 
flat after they refused his sex-for-rent offer. 

- But there are no known prosecutions over “sex for rent” in the UK because it is 
such a new phenomenon. 

More information: 

http://www.salfordnow.co.uk/2018/05/01/rent-for-sex/ 


Handshakes could be banned at work to avoid sexual harassment 'grey area' 

Employment expert Kate Palmer, an associate director of advisory at HR 
consultancy Peninsula, said that in a bid to avoid "grey areas", shaking hands with 
your fellow employees could be BANNED. 

It comes as three out of four people want a complete ban on physical contact in the 
workplace, according to a recent survey of 2,000 adults by leading jobs board 
Totaljobs 


More information: 



https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/handshakes-could-banned-work-avoid- 

14580328 


Nicole Kidman has claimed that being married to Tom Cruise provided her 
with “protection” from sexual abuse in Hollywood. 

-I married for love, but being married to an extremely powerful man kept me from 
being sexually harassed. 

- Despite the protection that she felt her ex-husband was able to provide her with in 
the early stages of her career, Kidman explains that she’s still experienced sexual 
harassment throughout her life. 

“Of course I’ve had #MeToo moments - since I was little!” 

More information: 

https://www.independent.co.uk/life-stvle/women/nicole-kidman-tom-cruise- 

married-protection-sexual-harassment-ex-husband-metoo-a8585791.html?amp 


88 percent of porn contains violence against women. 

More information: 

https://www.psvchologvtodav.com/blog/all-about-sex/201611/dueling-statistics- 

how-much-the-internet-is-porn 


Beginning pornography use associated with increase in probability of divorce. 

More information: 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/08/160822083354.htm 


Susan Fiske, professor of psychology at Princeton University, used MRI scans 
to analyze the brain activity of men viewing pornography. She found that after 
viewing porn, men looked at women more as objects than as human beings. 

More information: 

http://www.npr.org/templates/storv/storv.php?storyId= 125382361 










The West introduces hijab as violence against women but promotes pornography! 


These are the names of the 999 female victims of domestic violence in Spain 

A total of 999 women in Spain have lost their lives at the hands of their partners or 
ex-partners since the country's government began to officially count these deaths in 
2003, a figure that exceeds 1,000 if gender violence is included in two cases that are 
being investigated at present. 

From Yaneth (January 2003) to Beatriz (June 2019); from the youngest - 
Almudena, 13, to the oldest - Ermelinds, 91. 

We name these women who have died due to a scourge that has already led to more 
deaths in Spanish society in the last 16 years than four decades of terrorism inflicted 
by the Basque group Euskadi Ta Askatasuna (ETA). 

More information: 

https://www.euronews.com/2019/06/13/these-are-the-names-of-the-999-female- 

victims-of-domestic-violence-in-spain 


Despite having been repeatedly voted as the world's most gender-equal and best 
country for women (most recently in 2017), Sweden, which under the previous 
government adopted an overtly "feminist" policy, stands out in terms of domestic 
abuse, placing high in EU statistics. A 2014 survey revealed that half of Swedish 
women reported physical or sexual violence, with an astonishing 81 percent 
of women claiming to have been harassed at some point after the age of 15. 

Incidentally, Sweden's closest neighbors and Scandinavian peers have similarly high 
gender equality ratings, but rank surprisingly high in terms of physical and sexual 
violence in EU ratings. 

More information: 

https://www.sputniknews.com/amp/europe/2018103Q1069345239-sweden-hotline- 

domestic-violence/ 

https://www.thelocal.se/20181028/sweden-to-launch-helpline-for-men-who-beat- 

their-partners/amp 

https://goo.gl/HxODvk 









Denmark’s ‘Pervasive Rape Culture’ Is Detailed in New Report 

“While there is a widespread perception in Denmark that gender equality has been 
achieved,” the study says, “this report shows that in the area of sexual violence, 
Danish authorities must do more to live up to this positive image.” 

Reporting rape to the police can be a difficult and humiliating challenge in the 
country, where women say they are still met with gendered stereotypes that focus on 
their clothing or actions rather than their attackers. Most perpetrators are men and a 
majority go free. 

Sophia Corydon Smith, 29, contacted the police after she was raped by a former 
colleague, and said the authorities met her with reluctance and distrust, she recalled 
in a recent interview. 

The police “made me very much in doubt about what I would achieve by reporting 
it,” she said of the experience, which happened four years ago. She said the officers 
asked her to consider the damage that charges could cause for her attacker — a man 
she had worked with and considered a friend — and suggested that some women file 
false rape charges to cover for cheating on their boyfriends. One brought up the costs 
of a forensic examination. 

She initially gave up and decided not to file a report. She later reconsidered and 
eventually, on her third attempt, a police report was filed. But the investigation into 
the attack was dropped before it ever made it to court. 

The Danish Ministry of Justice estimated in 2017 that some 5,100 rape cases occur 
in Denmark that year. Just a fraction of those attacks, around 890, were reported to 
the police, and only 535 led to charges against a suspected perpetrator. Only 94 of 
those rape cases resulted in guilty verdicts. 

More information: 

https://www.nvtimes.com/2019/03/04/world/europe/denmark-amnesty-rape- 

culture.amp.html 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6776927/amp/Denmark-suffers- 

pervasive-rape-culture-masked-reputation-equalitv-Amnesty-claims.html 






Domestic violence victims to receive better legal protection 

Justice Minister Simonetta Sommaruga said the cabinet was seeking the use of 
electronic bracelets to monitor compliance with bans against approach or contact 
with a victim of domestic violence. 

Last year, more than 17,600 domestic offences were reported and registered by 
police - a 13% increase over the two previous years. Nineteen people, mainly 
women, died as a result of domestic violence in 2016. 

More information: 

https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/politics/new-measures domestic-violence-victims- 

to-receive-better-le gal-protection/43587630 


Quarter of 14-year-old girls self-harm, study finds, amid warning of 'crisis in 
children's mental health' 

-Using data based on a survey of 11,000 people, the charity estimated that nearly 
110,000 children aged 14 - 76,000 girls and 33,000 boys - may have self-harmed 
across the UK during the course of one year. 

-The data also shows that girls are less happy than boys with school life, a reversal 
of earlier trends that showed girls have been happier than boys since 2003. 

-Mr Reed told the Daily Telegraph: We found that jokes and comments in school 
about looks and sexual activity, and sharing of photos or videos of classmates' bodies 
all had a big impact on girls. 

These things made girls feel much worse about their appearance and their life as a 
whole, and may help explain why they are more likely to feel depressed or to 
selfharm. 

More information: 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/08/29/quarter-14-year-old-girls-self-harm- 

study-finds-amid-warning/amp/ 

https://www.theguardian.com/societv/2018/aug/29/quarter-of-14-year-old-girls-in- 

uk-have-self-harmed-report-finds 








France: 74 women killed by their partners in 2019 as NGOs denounce rise in 
femicides 

-At least 74 French women have been killed by their other-half or ex-partners so far 
this year, more than at the same time last year, according to the "Femicides par 
compagnons ou ex" (Femicides by partners or exes) NGO. 

"Last year, we counted 120 femicides," a representative for the NGO — who 
preferred to remain anonymous — told Euronews. 

"There is no lull period: a woman is killed approximately every two days," she 
added. 

-Hundreds of protesters gathered in central Paris on Saturday to raise awareness and 
demand tougher action on femicides in France. 

Yelling “Enough” and carrying signs reading “Stop femicides” or “The planet needs 
women alive”, the crowd took to the Place de la Republique square as part of the 
demonstration organized by various women’s rights NGOs to protest the rate of 
femicides, the killing of a woman by a man because of her gender. 

-According to Interior Ministry figures, 130 women were allegedly killed in 2017 
by their husband or partner, up from 123 in 2016. 

More information: 

https://www.euronews.com/amp/2019/07/06/france-74-women-killed-by-their- 

partners-in-2019-as-ngos-denounce-rise-in-femicides 

https ://www. google. com/ amp/s/mobile. reuters. com/article/amp / idU S KCN1U1OM 

W 

https://in.dw.com/en/paris-protests-violence-against-women-in-france/a-49501290 


The city that allows women to sell sex 

A suburb in Leeds is the first place in the UK where it is permitted for women to sell 
sex between specified hours. The "managed approach" was introduced to try to 
control the trade. The Victoria Derbyshire programmespent a night there to find out 
how it is working. 

Chelsea, whose name has been changed, 29, has been a sex worker for five years. 
She's addicted to crack cocaine and earns roughly £150 a night - which she spends 






on drugs and gifts for her children. They do not live with her and she would hate for 
them to know what she does. 

In the evenings she puts on her make-up and gets the bus to Holbeck, a mainly 
industrial area to the south-east of Leeds city centre. 

During the day it is bustling, but on a cold March night it is quiet with lots of small, 
dark areas for sex workers to operate. 

Chelsea knows her work is dangerous. "You don't know what type of man you're 
getting next. They may look all right but they could be nasty. You take a gamble 
with yourself. It’s life or death," she says. 

It is not actually illegal to sell sex in Britain, but it is illegal to solicit - offering sex 
in a public place. 

But in this specified network of roads, street prostitutes can sell their services from 
19.00 to 07.00 BST, without being stopped by police. 

Traditionally, workers operated across the whole of Holbeck - this scheme has 
moved them from residential streets to places where businesses operate in the day 
but not at night. 

What are the rules of the managed area? 

Working on streets outside the agreed area or times will not be tolerated 
Litter including condoms/wrapping/syringes should not be left 
People should respect business and other properties 
Crime, public disorder and anti-social behaviour will not be tolerated 
No drug use is allowed 

Chelsea points out a cul-de-sac where men pull up if they want business and the 
railway bridge that marks the end of the managed area. She says most of the people 
driving past are punters as they stare at her as she walks down the main road. 

"I charge a lot. I tell them if they pay for steak they get steak, if they pay for mince 
they get mince," she says. 

More information: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/amp/uk-35987536 



Westminster scandal: Report shows one in five people in Parliament have 
experienced sexual harassment 

One in five people working in Westminster have experienced sexual harassment in 
the last 12 months, a shocking report has revealed. 

The explosive document, leaked to The Independent ahead of publication, lays bare 
the extent of the bullying and harassment in Parliament, following a slew of 
allegations in British politics that ranged from inappropriate behaviour to groping 
and rape. 

The figures now in the public domain were compiled in a survey commissioned by 
MPs which questioned all types of worker on the parliamentary estate, as party 
leaders looked for evidence to inform proposals to stamp out abuse. 

The survey - which found women reporting twice as many incidents as men - was 
released by Commons Leader Andrea Leadsom on Thursday, along with 
recommendations for a new independent grievance procedure for staff working in 
Westminster. 

The parliament-wide survey, which spoke to 1,377 workers, also revealed 39 per 
cent of staff, MPs and peers had experienced bullying and harassment of some sort 
while on the estate. 

More information: 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/westrninster-sexual-harassment- 

one-five-report-leaked-mps-lords-staff-a8199401.html 


Pregnant modern slaves face 'shocking' danger 

-A quarter of women rescued from modern slavery in the UK are pregnant and facing 
"shocking" levels of danger and deprivation, says a charity. 

Hestia, which runs safe houses, says pregnant women can escape or be abandoned 
by traffickers and left to sleep rough without any healthcare. 

"Many contemplate suicide. All are isolated and long for contact with their mothers," 
says the study. 

-The charity, which last year worked with almost 900 adults, is to publish a report 
highlighting the "harrowing" risks facing enslaved pregnant women who have been 
living in "constant fear". 

The report says that a "disproportionately high number of women who have been 
victims of modern slavery present into our service pregnant, often very late in their 
pregnancy". 




These women, who could be held as sex workers or in domestic servitude, have often 
had no access to healthcare. 

The report says some of the pregnancies were the result of rape, and women's health 
can be seriously damaged by being "forced to consume alcohol or take drugs whilst 
they were being exploited". 

Becoming pregnant could have been the trigger to end their servitude - either because 
they wanted to protect their child or because they have lost their value to their 
captors. 

A spokeswoman for the charity said that families keeping women in domestic 
servitude might not want to support a mother and baby. 

In one case, a woman was driven to a park and abandoned there, until she was helped 
by local people who found her. 

Women have often been trafficked through different countries and can be completely 
disorientated about their location, says the charity. 

More information: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/amp/education-43300783 


How US sex traffickers recruit jailed women for prostitution 

Women in prisons across the US are being recruited by sex traffickers who force 
them into prostitution on their release. 

A Guardian investigation has found that traffickers are using government websites 
to obtain personal information including mugshots, release dates and charge sheets 
to identify potential victims while they are still behind bars. 

Pimps also use inmates in prisons and jails countrywide to befriend incarcerated 
women who, on their release, are trafficked into the $9.5bn (£7.2bn) US commercial 
sex industry. 

The investigation also found cases of the bail bond system being used in sex 
trafficking operations in at least five different states. Pimps and sex buyers are 
locating incarcerated women awaiting a court date by using personal data such as 
mugshots and bail bonds posted online, or through corrupt bondsmen. 

Traffickers are then bailing women out of detention. Once released, the women are 
told they must work as prostitutes or have their bond rescinded and be sent back to 
jail. 

-Over the course of the investigation, The Guardian found cases of the bail bond 
system being used by pimps and sex buyers in Florida, Texas, Ohio, North Carolina 
and Mississippi. 



“The pimps would use bail as a way to control us and keep us in debt bondage,” said 
one trafficking survivor from Tampa, Florida. She claimed she was forced to work 
as a prostitute to pay off her bail debt and locked inside a house and beaten if she 
didn’t bring home enough money. 

“Once when I tried to escape, the pimp revoked my bond. Fie found me, threw me 
in a car and got me sent back to jail,” she said. 

-Over the course of the investigation, the Guardian gathered testimony from more 
than 20 trafficking survivors in 11 states across the country, as well as correctional 
officers, convicted sex traffickers, law enforcement officials, lawyers, prosecutors 
and frontline workers. All corroborated that prisons and jails were being used as 
recruiting grounds for human traffickers. 

-There are currently 1.2 million women under the supervision of the criminal justice 
system in the US. Women now comprise a larger proportion of the prison population 
than ever before, with the number incarcerated eight times higher than in 1980. 

More information: 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/iun/29/revealed-how-us- 

sex-traffiekers-recruit-iailed-women-for-prostitution-the-trap 


Of every 100 incidents of sexual assault, only 6 are reported to the police 

1 - 2% of "date rape" sexual assaults are reported to the police 

1 in 4 North American women will be sexually assaulted during their lifetime 

11% of women have physical injury resulting for sexual assault 

Only 2 - 4% of all sexual assaults reported are false reports 

60% of sexual abuse/assault victims are under the age of 17 

over 80% of sex crime victims are women 

80% of sexual assault incidents occur in the home 

17% of girls under 16 have experienced some form of incest 

83% of disabled women will be sexual assaulted during their lifetime 

15% of sexual assault victims are boys under 16 

half of all sexual offenders are married or in long term relationships 

57% of aboriginal women have been sexually abused 




l/5th of all sexual assaults involve a weapon of some sort 
80% of assailants are friends and family of the victim 

The above noted statistics have been taken from various studies across Canada. 
http://www.sexassault.ca/statistics.htm 


'Surprised, scared and helpless': Swiss female politicians reveal battle with 
online verbal abuse 

Swiss female politicians have been dealing with harassment within parliament 
chambers for some time, but it's the verbal abuse they're receiving online that has 
affected their personal lives. 

Jolanda Spiess-Hegglin, a former parliament member for the canton of Zug, near 
Lucerne, said she felt "helpless" when she started being targeted by cyberbullies on 
social media. 

In December 2017, the Green Party member found herself embroiled in a political 
scandal after she filed a rape allegation against another Swiss male politician. 
"People thought I was lying about the rape allegations because the hospital couldn't 
prove that drugs were used, it started a nasty media witchhunt in which I became the 
victim of all Swiss tabloids," she told Euronews. 

Even after the incident was left in the past, the ex-Swiss politician said she kept 
receiving spiteful comments on social media and email. 

But Spiess-Hegglin is not alone. Two other Swiss female politicians spoke to 
Euronews about how their political careers exposed them to verbal harassment. 
Amanda Gavilanes, a municipal councillor and substitute deputy for the canton of 
Geneva, said she's gone through hard times trying to deal with verbal abuse. 

"The first time I experienced verbal abuse was after I gave a TV interview in 2013 
where I defended the anti-militarist lobby I was working for at the time. I received a 
poorly-written letter by mail that insulted me and my family — and that was quite 
difficult." 

Gavilanes said she was completely crushed by the letter to the point where it took 
her about two months to get over it because she felt so "outraged and scared". 

"My colleagues told me to ignore it and that's what I did. I just started ignoring all 
the insults I received after because I really didn't know how to deal with such a 
situation. It was very violent." 

After appearing in a TV interview in 2017 in defence of women wearing burkinis in 
public swimming pools, a flood of online harassment ensued on her Facebook page, 
where she was called a "whore" and "bitch". 



The municipal councillor said she now regrets not filing a complaint about online 
harassment from the beginning and waiting until she snapped to take some action. 

"I ended up lodging a complaint about something that was less violent than what I 
had previously lived through." 

For Gavilanes, constantly dealing with verbal abuse for voicing her opinion or for 
the fact that she was a woman in politics made her reconsider whether she wanted 
to keep working in public office. 

"The worst is that people are always challenging your opinion, telling you you're 
wrong. You reach a point where you ask yourself why you are working in politics, 
why you're defending equal rights for men and women when people react in a sexist 
manner or insult you." 

Gavilanes believes the Swiss political system is a catalyst for verbal abuse towards 
female politicians because it "disqualifies the expertise women bring to the political 
system in an extremely masculine environment". 

"There’s a form of acceptance of violence that exists within (Swiss) politics — a 
structural sexism — so verbal harassment towards women politicians is different 
from the one male politicians receive," Gavilanes said about the way verbal abuse 
towards women is perceived within Swiss political circles. 

More information: 

https://www.euronews.com/2018/09/20/swiss-politicians-online-abuse 


Sexual assault allegations among open investigations into faculty at University 
of Manitoba 

The same day 30,000 students headed back to classes at the University of Manitoba, 
president David Barnard announced a number of staff members are on leave due to 
allegations of sexual misconduct. 

"Although I can’t speak to specifics, I also want to tell you today that there are other 
investigations ongoing now," he told reporters at a news conference Wednesday 
afternoon. 

The university said there are five open investigations into various allegations against 
faculty members. Two of the investigations involve allegations of sexual assault — 
one of which also involves allegations of sexual harassment, and the other involves 
allegations of personal harassment. 

-Dr. Gary Allan Joseph Harding, a former assistant professor and associate dean in 
the faculty of medicine, recently lost his licence for six months for pursuing 
inappropriate sexual relationships with two students. 



-Kirby left the university in June 2017 after being on leave for six months, while the 
university investigated complaints of harassment. He was then hired at Berklee 
College of Music in Boston. 

But in November 2017, the U.S. college fired him after several U of M students and 
former students told the school's administration that they had been harassed by him 
during his time in Manitoba. Kirby has denied all the claims against him. 

-"Incidents of inappropriate behaviour at this university have been reported and 
investigated over the last few years," Barnard said on Wednesday. 

"Inappropriate behaviour, including sexual harassment and sexual assault on campus 
is unacceptable, and, quite honestly, I find such conduct to be horrible and appalling. 
"Today, I am apologizing to students who have experienced such inappropriate 
behaviour. I am deeply sorry." 

- The university currently has a student counselling centre but it's not enough, 
Sanderson, president of the university's student union, said, noting he has heard from 
administrators at the centre who say they hear about five cases of sexual assault or 
sexual violence every week. 

More information: 

https://www.google.eom/amp/s/www.cbc.ea/amp/l.4811465 

https://www.google.com/amp/s/globalnews.ca/news/4429555/five-sexual- 

harassment-investigations-involving-faculty-ongoing-at-the-university-of- 

manitoba/amp/ 

https://en.rn.wikipedia.org/wiki/University of Manitoba 


'We, Too, Are Survivors.' 223 Women in National Security Sign Open Letter 
on Sexual Harassment 

More than 200 women who work on national security for the U.S. signed an open 
letter saying that they have survived sexual harassment and assault or know someone 
who has experienced it. 

More information: 

https://time.com/5039104/we-too-are-survivors-223-women-in-national-security- 

sign-open-letter-on-sexual-harassment/ 









Women are human beings, great human beings. Women are the educators 
of society. It is from the laps of women that true human beings originate. 
The first stage in the development of sound men and women begins in the 
lap of a woman. Women are the educators of human beings. A country’s 
success or its misfortune depends on women. If they impart sound 
teachings, they create (sound) human beings and a flourishing country. 
Good fortune originates from the laps of women; they should be the 
source of every success and happiness . 1 

If nations were deprived of courageous women to rear true human beings, 
they would decline and collapse . 2 

Islam wants men and women to develop. Islam freed women from those 
circumstances, which existed for them during the age of ignorance of pre- 
Islamic times. Islam did not serve men to the extent that it did women. 
You cannot imagine what circumstances were like for women during pre- 
Islamic times and to what degree their situation improved with the advent 
of Islam . 3 

We want women to attain the high rank of true humanity. Women must 
have a share in determining their destiny. We want women to enjoy the 
high rank of true humanity, which is theirs, not to be a plaything in the 
hands of men, in the hands of depraved men . 4 

In the Islamic system, women will have the same rights as men: the right 
to education, the right to work, the right to own property, the right to vote, 
the right to stand for election. 

In all aspects that men have rights, women have the same rights. However, 
there are some things unlawful for men, because of the corruption they 
create in men, and others unlawful for women because of their tendency 
to corrupt women. Islam wants the human dignity of both men and women 
to be safeguarded. 


1 May 1979 

2 March 1979 

3 November 1978 


4 1 February 1980 



In Islam both men and women enjoy free will, any differences, which 
exist, do so for both of them and concern their different natures . 5 
Islam has particular regard for women. Islam appeared in the Arabian 
Peninsula at a time when women had lost their dignity, and it raised them 
up and gave them back their pride. Islam made women equal with men; 
in fact, it shows a concern for women that it does not show for men. 6 
Of course, there are certain Islamic precepts, which apply only to men, 
and others which apply only to women, but this does not mean that Islam 
discriminates between men and women . 7 

Islam grants woman a say in all affairs, just as it grants man a say. Just as 
men should avoid corruption, so too should women. Women should not 
allow themselves to be playthings in the hands of dissolute youths, they 
should not lower their station. 

Women must act like true human beings; they must be pious. Women 
enjoy a dignified position; they have free will, just as men have. God 
created you free beings and gave you dignity. 8 

As for women, Islam has never been against their freedom. It is, to the 
contrary, opposed to the idea of woman-as-object and it gives her back 
her dignity. A woman is a man’s equal; she and he are both free to 
determine their destiny and choose their occupations . 9 
Women are free in the Islamic society and will, under no condition, be 
barred from universities, offices or Parliament. What will be checked 
equally among both men and women is moral corruption which is 
prohibited for both sexes. 10 

We want a woman to be a person like other people, a human being like 
any other human being, to be free as others are free . 11 
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Today, women in the Islamic Republic are striving shoulder-to-shoulder 
with the men to rebuild their country and rebuild themselves. This is the 
true meaning of free men and free women, not that which was 
promulgated during the reign of the deposed Shah, for freedom then meant 
prison, repression, persecution and torture . 12 

I ask the youth, the girls and boys, not to sacrifice their independence, 
freedom and human values, regardless of the trouble and suffering this 
may cause them, for a life of luxury, pleasure, indulgence and frequenting 
the centres of corruption which the West and its agents, men without a 
country, open to you . 13 

Women are creatures who can destroy a power that seems everlasting, a 
demonic power. During their reigns, Riza Khan and Muhammad Riza 
Khan vulgarised women, dragging them down from that status they once 
enjoyed, doing the same to the men and youth too. Numerous centres of 
corruption were created for our youth. In the name of freedom, in the 
name of progress, in the name of civilisation, they dragged our youth into 
corruption. In the name of freedom, they deprived us of all freedoms. 
Those who lived through the Riza Khan period understand perfectly well 
what I am talking about, they witnessed for themselves what we were put 
through and what our respected women were put through, just as those 
who lived through Muhammad Riza’s era saw what went on then. With 
deceptive words and bombastic terms, they set our country on a course for 
destruction. And worse than everything else, much worse, was the fact 
that they corrupted our youth. 

Oh honourable women, awaken! Be alert; do not let yourselves be 
deceived by those devils who wish to pull you into this maelstrom. They 
are alluring and deceitful. Take refuge in Islam. Islam will bring you 
happiness. 

Various dimensions exist for the woman just as they do for a man, for 
human beings in general. This external, physical side is the lowest stage 
of a human being’s development, be it man or woman, but it is from this 
inferior stage that the human being moves towards perfection. Man is a 


12 5 May 1980 

13 5 June 1989 



moving being, moving from the physical towards the metaphysical stage, 
towards annihilation in God. In Fatima Zahra 14 ’s case these stages have 
been attained. She began from the physical stage and moved on. She 
proceeded through the stages of a spiritual movement assisted by divine 
power, by the invisible hand, by the teachings of the Messenger of God 
(peace be upon him and his descendants) until she reached the stage that 
all others could not reach. 

She was the incarnation of human goodness; she personified the true 
nature of woman and the true nature of the human being. She was not an 
ordinary woman, she was a heavenly being who appeared in this world in 
the form of a human being, she was a divine, celestial being who appeared 
in the form of a woman. She personified all the very best human and 
female traits that one can imagine. 

She was a woman who embodied all the virtues of the prophets, a woman 
who, had she been a man, would have been a prophet, a woman who, had 
she been a man, would have been the Messenger of God. Spiritual 
qualities, heavenly qualities, divine qualities, celestial qualities, human 
and angelic qualities all came together in this being. She was a human 
being in the full sense of the word, a woman in the full sense of the word . 15 
A woman came into the world who compares with all men. A woman 
came into the world who is an exemplar for mankind. A woman came into 
the world in whom all the traits of a (true) human being were manifest . 16 
A woman who is the pride of the family of divine revelation and who like 
a sun shines brightly in the crown of beloved Islam; a woman for whom 
everyone, with whatever viewpoint he may hold, has praises, yet none has 
been able to offer her adequate praise . 1718 

One facet of Islam deals with government and governmental and political 
affairs, and another deals with man's spiritual development which 
concerns man himself alone: What should he be in terms of beliefs, ethics 


14 she was the daughter of the Prophet of Islam and Lady Khadija. 
15 17 May 1979 

16 5 May 1980 

17 24 April 1981 

18 About her, you can read the following free book: 

'Fatima is Fatima' by Dr Ali Shariati. 
https://www.al-islam.org/fatima-fatima-ali-shariati 




and social behaviour? What must a man be? In this regard, Islam 
encompasses every aspect of human life, whereas other governments and 
societies are impassive towards the same. That is, no government will ever 
approach an individual and reprimand him for whatever (immoral) 
activities he may engage in at home. 

Whatever misdeed takes place in an individual's home is of no concern to 
other governments. Islam, however, is concerned with the individual even 
if he is alone at home; that is, it tells him what he is supposed to do, how 
to behave and what ethics and intellectual perceptions he should adopt. It 
tells him how a father should treat his children, how a child should behave 
towards his father, a mother to her child, a child to his mother, a brother 
to a brother, how families should behave among themselves or a family 
towards another. All of these have rules to follow in Islam, which takes 
everything into consideration. 

Islam is a religion that belongs to all. It was revealed to build up a human 
being in a way that it proposes; to mould him into an equitable man in 
such a way that one human being cannot commit one grain or pinhead of 
injustice against another; that a human being cannot be unjust to his own 
child or to his wife, or a wife to a husband, or two brothers to one another 
or these to their friends. Islam wants to mould man into a just being in the 
fullest sense of the word "human being," one whose intellect is humane, 
whose essence and appearance are human and one who respects human 
behaviour and conduct. Islam wants to materialise these goals . 19 
We want such an ideology, one that when it first starts to train the people 
directs them towards the development of the excellence of the human 
being. You look around yourselves in the world; can you find an ideology 
like Islam, which has laws aimed at making man a true human being even 
before he has been born, before his parents have married? 

All of the world's ideologies deal with people who have reached puberty 
and who are active members of society. Islam, however, aims to perfect 
man even before he is born, before his parents marry, by stating what kind 
of spouse a man and a woman should choose. Why does it do this? 
Because the husband and wife are the origin of an individual or 
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individuals and Islam wants these individuals, who are to be handed over 
to society, to be righteous individuals. 

So before a couple marry, Islam stipulates what kind of a woman the man's 
prospective wife should be and what kind of a man the woman's 
prospective husband should be, what kind of personalities they should 
have, how they should behave and in what kind of family they should have 
been brought up. 

After marriage too, Islam stipulates how the husband and wife should treat 
each other. Islam has laid down rules that pertain to the period when the 
woman is with child, and to the delivery of the child. It also specifies how 
a child should be reared. Islam provides laws and instructions for all of 
these matters so that this child that is produced from these two people will 
be a virtuous individual in the society and righteousness will reign 
throughout the world. 

This is Islam. Islam seeks to create true human beings . 20 


Sayyed Ruhollah Musavi Khomeini 21 
(May 17, 1900-June 3, 1989) 


20 31 December 1978 

21 He was a Muslim cleric and the political leader of the 1979 Islamic Revolution of Iran. 



Islamic quotes about women 


1- The Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said: 

Observe your duty to God in respect to the women, and recommend them to be well 
treated. 22 

2- The Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said: 

I do not think that a man gets better in faith without loving women better. 23 

3- The Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) had a daughter whom he loved very deeply and 
tenderly. He used to say: "Fatima is a part of me; whoever wrongs her wrongs me 
and who pleases her pleases me." 24 

He visited her frequently; and on his return from any journey he called on her first 
before going to his own home. Whenever she approached, his eyes glowed with joy. 
He would take her in his arm, kiss her warmly and offer her his own seat. Indeed 
this kind, tender pattern is an ideal model for mankind. 

4- A man came to the Prophet (pbuh) and asked him, "O messenger of God! Whom 
should I be more dutiful to?" The Prophet replied: "To your mother." He asked, then 
to whom. Then he replied: "To your mother." The man again asked, then to whom. 
Then the Prophet replied: "To your father." 25 

5- The Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said: 

All people are equal, as the teeth of a comb. There is no claim of merit of an Arab 
and non-Arab, or a white over a black person, or a male over a female. Only Allah- 
fearing people merit a preference with God. 26 

6- “And consort with your wives in kindness.” The Holy Quran: 4:19 

7- Like men, women are completely free in marriage, Imam Sadiq 27 (pbuh) has 
stated: 


22 Al-Harrani, Tuhaf al-'Uqul 'an Aali al-Rasul, p. 30. 

23 Al- Kulayni, Al-Kafi, vol. 2, p.159. 

24 See e.g. Ibn Majah, Sunan, vol. 1, p.644. This hadith can be found in many others sources. 

25 Al- Kulayni, Al-Kafi, vol. 2, p.159. Ibn Majah, Sunan, vol. 11, p.1207. 

26 Ahmad b. Hanbal, Al-Musnad, vol. 6, p. 411. 

27 The Shia Muslims consider him to be the Sixth Imam or leader. 

Imams of the Shi'a are twelve men from the progeny of the Prophet Muhammad who are successors 
of the Prophet and the guardians and leaders of the society after the Prophet. The first Imam is 



“Women must be asked permission for their marriage, virgin or otherwise, and 
marriage is not correct without the woman’s behest.” 28 

8- A frightened girl came to the Holy Prophet (pbuh) and while she could hardly 
breathe, said to him: . .oh, why is my father like this?” 

“What has he done?” said the Prophet (pbuh). 

“He wants me to marry his nephew without asking my idea about him. I do not love 
him and how can I marry a person whom I do not love?” said the girl. 

“If you do not love him forget about him and marry the one whom you love.” said 
the Prophet (pbuh) calmly. 

The girl was pleased after hearing the Prophet’s (pbuh) words. She said then, 
“actually, I love him very much and I would not choose anyone else as my future 
husband instead of him. But since my father did not ask my opinion, I intentionally 
came here to know your idea. Now that I know what you think, I will tell all the girls 
that their fathers do not have the right to choose their husbands.” 29 

9- The Holy Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) had one child named "Fatimah al-Zahra" 
(pbuh). She was so dear to the Prophet (pbuh), and everyone knew that. There were 
some great men who wished to marry her. One of them was Imam Ali (pbuh) 30 . When 
he went to the Prophet (pbuh) and asked for his beloved daughter’s hand, the Holy 
Prophet (pbuh) said that some others came to him for this reason too, and he shared 
their requests with his daughter, but she respectfully rejected their marriage 
proposals. “Now, I will deliver your proposal to her,” said our dear Prophet (pbuh). 
Then, the Holy Prophet (pbuh) informed his beloved daughter about Ali’s (pbuh) 
proposal, but this time and unlike her reply to previous proposals, she remained 


Imam 'Ali (pbuh) and the other Imams (pbuh) are his and lady Fatima's (pbuh) sons and 
grandsons. These Imams (pbuh) are appointed by God and have divine knowledge, infallibility 
and the right of intercession [for people]. In addition to religious authority, Imams (pbuh) have 
the political leadership of the society, to know more about the Twelve Imams, refer to: 
http://islampfr.com 

28 Wasa’il ush-Shi‘ah, vol. 20, p. 284. 

29 https://salamislam.com 

30 The Shia Muslims - according to the prophet’s will- believe Ali (pbuh) is the first Imam (leader, 
successor) after Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) and consider him and his descendants the rightful 
successors to Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) 



silent as a sign of satisfaction. So the Prophet (pbuh) went to Ali happily and 
congratulated him on the good news. 31 

10- Imam Sajjad 32 ( pbuh): 

you should know that God has made her( your wife) a repose, a comfort and a 
companion, and a protector for you. It is incumbent upon each of you to thank God 
for the other and realize that the other one is God's blessing for you. It is obligatory 
to be a good companion for God's blessing, and to honor her and treat her gently. 33 

11- The Prophet Muhammd (pbuh) said: 

“The best of you are the ones who treat their family the best. And I am the best of 
you towards my family.” 34 

12- The Prophet Muhammd (pbuh) said: 

“Gabriel advised me about women so much that I thought she could not be divorced 
unless she clearly commits adultery.” 35 

13- The Prophet (pbuh) told imam Ali ( pbuh): 

“I will not tell you anything but what my Lord commands. God will establish the 
reward of as many years of fasting in the daytime and staying up at night to pray, as 
there are hairs on one’s body for helping his wife with the housework. The reward 
will be similar to what He has granted to the patient ones and the Prophet David , 
Jacob and Jesus .” 36 

14- the Prophet (pbuh) told imam Ali ( pbuh): 

“O Ali! God will record in the book of the martyrs the name of whoever serves his 
family at home, and does not disdain it. God will establish the reward of one 
thousand martyrs for each day and night, and will grant him the reward of the 
pilgrimage to the Holy House of God for every step he takes in this regard. God will 
reward him with a city in Heaven for every vein in his body.” 37 


31 ibid 

32 He (pbuh) is the fourth Shia Imam, after his father Imam Hussain (PBUH), his uncle Imam 
Hassan Mojtaba (PBUH), and his grandfather Imam Ali (PBUH), the Prophet’s successor. 

33 Treatise On Rights (Risalat al-Huquq) 

34 Makarim al-Akhlaq, p.216. 

35 ibid 

36 Jami’ al-Sa’adat, v.2, p.142. 

37 Jami’ al-Sa’adat 



15- The Prophet Muhammd (pbuh) said: 


“0 Ali! Serving the family is considered to be expiation for major sins. It will quench 
the Lord's wrath, and be considered as the nuptial gift for the ‘Houris’. It will be a 
cause of raised ranks, and increased, recorded good-deeds.” 38 

16- The Prophet Muhammd (pbuh) said: 

“Whoever is affluent but is stingy with his wife does not belong to our nation.” 39 

17- The Prophet Muhammd (pbuh) said: 

“The words of a man who tells his wife ‘I love you’ will never leave her heart and 
mind.” 40 

18- The Prophet Muhammd (pbuh) said: 

"how does any of you hit his wife, then remains embracing her?" 41 

19- Imam Ali (pbuh) said: 

“women are Allah's trusts upon you, do not hurt them and do not put pressure on 
them” 42 

20- The Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said: 

“God bless the father who has daughters. Daughters are lovely and bring divine 
blessing, and sons are like good news. Daughters are enduring good deeds (Baqiyat 
al-Salihat)” 43 

21- The Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) wondered why people were unhappy and sorry 
for having a daughter and said that daughters are like fragrant flowers for him to 
smell. 44 

22- Imam Sadiq (pbuh) said that: 


38 Ibid, p.143. 

39 Mustadrak al-Wasa’il, v.2, p.643. 

40 Furu’ al-Kafi, v.5, p.569. 

41 al-Kulayni, al-Kafi, vol. 5, pg. 509, hadlth#10 [Al-Islam.org editing] 

42 Mustadrak al-Wasa’il, v.2, p.551. 

43 M. Nuri, "Mustadrak al-Wasa'il", vol. 15, p. 115, T. 17700. 

44 A. Aroussi Howayzi, "Tafsir Noor al-Thaqalayn", vol. 3/589, T. 105. 



“Daughters are your good deeds and sons are your blessings. You will be asked for 
the blessings you have been given, but you will be only rewarded for your good 
deeds” 45 

23- The Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said: 

“Firstly give your daughters their gifts, and then your sons. Because whoever makes 
her daughter happy is similar to the one who has set one of the children of Ishmael 
free (pbuh)” 46 

24- The Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said: 

“The acquisition of knowledge is compulsory for every Muslim, whether male or 
female” 47 

25- The Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said: 

“He who gets married has completed half of his faith.” 48 

26- Imam Sadiq (pbuh) said: 

“As the affection of a husband increases to his wife, the more superior his faith 
becomes.” 49 

27- Imam Sajjad(pbuh) said: 

"It is your mother's right towards you that you should remember that she carried you 
in her womb for several months and nourished you with the sap of her life. She 
employed all her essence to keep and protect you. She did not care if she herself 
went hungry, while you were fed to satiety; or to go thirsty herself, while your thirst 
was quenched; or to have no clothes, while you were well-covered; or to stay in the 
hot sun, while you were sheltered; She ignored her sweet sleep and tolerated the pain 
of sleeplessness for your sake. She protected you against the heat of summer and 
cold of winter. She bore all that pain in order to have you, and you may have her. 


45 Shaykh Al-Kulayni, “Al-Kafi”, vol. 6, p. 6. 

46 Shaykh Al-Amili, "Wasa'il al-Shi'a", vol. 15, p. 227. 

47 M. B. Majlesi, "Bihar al-Anwar," vol. 1, p. 177. 

48 Mustadrak al-Wasa’il, vol. 14, p.154. 

49 Man la Yahduruhu al-Faqih, vol.3, p.251. 



You should know that you are unable to thank your mother appropriately unless God 
helps you and grants you the favour and ability to repay her." 50 

28- The Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said: 

“No man serves his family but one who is pious or a martyr or a man that Allah 
desires good for in this world and the Hereafter.” 51 

29- Fatimah al-Zahra (pbuh) said: 

"The best of you is the one who treats most moderately and behaves most graciously 
(and honorably) with his wife." 52 

30- Imam Sadiq (pbuh) said: 

"He who strives to earn money for [the comfort of] his family is like one who fights 
in the way of Allah." 53 

31- Imam Sadiq (pbuh) said: 

“Boys are bounties and girls are merits, and Allah asks about bounties BUT rewards 
for merits.” 54 

32- Imam Musa ibn Ja'far (pbuh) 55 narrated from his father (PBUH) from the Holy 
Prophet (S) who said: 

“However much the Faith of a man increases, his regard for women increases.” 56 

33- Imam Sadiq (pbuh) said: 

"Everyone who intensifies love for us (Ahlul Bayt) intensifies love for his wife, 


50 Treatise On Rights (Risalat al-Huquq) 

51 Mizan al-Hikma, vol 5 - p 100 

52 Dala'il al-imama, p 7 

53 Al- Kulayni, Al-Kafi, vol. 5, p.88 

54 Al- Kulayni, Al-Kafi, vol. 5, p.7 , No. 12 

55 He(pbuh) is the seventh Shia Imam after his father Imam Sadiq (PBUH). 

56 Bihar-ul-Anwar, vol. 103, p. 228 

57 Wasa'il-ush Shi'ah, vol. 14, p. 11 



34- The Holy Prophet (pbuh) said: 


"From the things of the world, I regard women and perfume highly, but prayer is the 
light of my eyes, (the love and worship of Allah). 58 

35- The Holy Prophet (pbuh) said: 

"It is to a woman to perfume herself with her best fragrances, wear her best clothes, 
and ornament herself with her best ornamentation in order to present herself 
available to her husband whether it is day or night." 59 

36 Imam Sadiq (pbuh) said: 

“Love for women is of the moral manners of the prophets.” 60 

37- The Prophet (pbuh) said: 

“One righteous woman is better than one thousand unrighteous men.” 61 

38- The Prophet (pbuh) said : 

“The world is like a commodity, and there is nothing in this world better than a 
righteous woman.” 62 

39- Imam Ali (pbuh) reports that a blind man asked permission to visit Lady Fatimah 
(pbuh). Upon hearing this, Lady Fatimah covered herself. The Holy Prophet (pbuh), 
in order to illustrate her (pbuh) level of understanding and knowing too well what 
her (pbuh) response would be, asked: ‘O Fatima! Why are you observing hijab when 
this man is unable to see you?’ She (pbuh) replied: ‘He cannot see me but I can see 
him and he can smell my fragrance.’ In response to her wisdom, the Prophet (pbuh) 
said: ‘I bear witness that you are part of me.’ 63 

40- After their marriage, Imam Ali (pbuh) and Lady Fatimah (pbuh) asked the 
Prophet (pbuh) to advise them as to what their duties are. The Prophet (pbuh) 


58 Al-Khisal, vol. 1, p. 183; Bihar-ul-Anwar, vol. 76 p. 141 

59 Al-Kafi, vol. 5, p. 508 

60 Al-Kafi, Hadith: 9368 

61 Irshad al-Qulub, v. 1, p. 175 
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instructed that Imam Ali (pbuh) should undertake the tasks outside the house and 
Lady Fatima (pbuh) should undertake the tasks inside the house. Lady Fatimah 
(pbuh) said afterwards: “Other than God no one knows how happy I became when 
the Apostle of God saved me from interacting with men.” 64 

41- The Prophet Mohammad (pbuh) said: 

“Nobody respects women but those who are dignified and generous and nobody 
insults them but those who are mean and contemptible.” 65 

42- The Prophet Mohammad (pbuh) said: 

A man's sitting beside his family is more beloved in the sight of Allah than his 
spending the night in worship in this mosque of mine.’ 66 

43- Imam Sadiq (pbuh) said: 

“Any woman who satisfies her husband with a glass of water will have the reward 
of devotion of one year (fasting the days and keeping vigil the nights in 
worshipping). God will build her a town in paradise and will forgive sixty sins of 
her.” 67 

44- Imam Sadiq (pbuh) has reported his father 68 as saying: 

“One, who gets married, should honor his wife and should not annoy her.” 69 

45- The Prophet (pbuh) said: 

'Verily the man who lifts a morsel of food to his wife's mouth is well rewarded.’ 70 


64 Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 43, p. 81 

65 Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 74, p. 303 

66 Tanbih al-Khawatir, v. 2, p. 122 

67 Wasa’il al-Shiah, vol. 14, p. 123. 

68 He, Imam Baqir (pbuh), is the fifth Shia Imam after his father Imam Sajjad (pbuh). 

69 Wasa’il al-Shiah, vol. 14, p. 119. 

70 al-Mahajjat al-Baydha, v. 3, p. 70 



In the Name of Allah (God), the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful 

Hijab is a value that is consistent with human nature. Wearing immodest clothes and 
the unnecessary mixing of men and women go against natural human tendencies. 

In order to harmonize couples' life, God the Exalted has specified a natural procedure 
so that they can manage their life together. God has divided responsibilities between 
wives and husbands. God Almighty has specified some rights for men and some 
other rights for women. For instance, the rules of women's hijab are stricter than 
those of men's hijab. Of course men should also observe hijab in some cases, but 
Islamic rules are stricter in the case of women's hijab. That is because the delicate 
nature of women and their characteristics are considered the embodiment of delicacy 
and beauty in the world. And if we want to prevent our society from being plunged 
into corruption and turmoil, we should keep women in hijab. Men are not exactly 
like women in this regard, and they have more freedom in this matter. This state of 
affairs is the result of their natural characteristics and the divine view of how worldly 
affairs should be managed. 

Islam has attached a lot of importance to beauty. Attraction to beauty and love of 
beauty is human nature. Of course this may be a little different from the issue of 
fashion - fashion is more general. Wearing cosmetics and beautiful clothes is a more 


specific issue. People, especially young people, love beauty and want to look 
beautiful. We have frequently heard that God is beautiful and loves beauty. There 
are many traditions about the importance of paying attention to our appearance. 
Some people think that men should, for instance, shave their heads. That is not the 
case. Young men are advised to grow long hair in Islamic sharia. According to a 
tradition, "Beautiful hair is among divine virtues and you should appreciate it." 
Similarly, according to another tradition, when the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) 
wanted to call on his friends, he used to check his appearance in a bowl of water 
[used as a mirror]. At that time, mirrors were not as commonplace as they are today, 
and the people of Medina were too poor. The Holy Prophet (pbuh) would use a bowl 
of water instead of a mirror before calling on his friends. This shows that being neat 
in appearance, wearing good clothes, and paying attention to one's appearance are 
good in Islamic sharia. However, when beauty turns into a means of promoting 
fitna 71 and corruption, it becomes bad and harmful, and the harmful effects will be 
passed on to future generations. 

The existence of a distance between men and women is an Islamic principle. 
Muslims believe in this principle though it is a secondary Islamic principle. Hijab 
and avoiding unlawful sexual relationships are among the secondary principles of 
Islam. However, the existence of a distance between men and women is itself a 
primary principle. It is not a matter of wearing a chador. It is not a matter of how the 
distance should be observed. This primary principle may take on different forms in 
different eras, but the distance itself is one of the principles of Islamic thought. 
Though the issue of hijab is a prerequisite for loftier achievements, it is related to 
our values. 72 

If we insist on hijab, it is because practicing hijab helps the woman reach the high 
spiritual position she deserves, and avoid the very slithery slips on her path toward 
exaltation. The binary opposite of this view is the Byzantine culture that reigns over 
Europe today. They tolerate everything except for a couple of matters; one of which, 
and maybe the most important, being setting a protective space between the two 
genders; that is self-control as opposed to sexual freedom. They strongly oppose 
this; whereas they are tolerant of all other matters. They believe those who 
emphasize on separating men and women are reactionary. They assume if the 
women are separated from men in a country by placing some sorts of restrictions, 
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this is against civilization! They are right: their own civilization which was built on 
the mins of the Byzantine civilization is not different. However, this belief is against 
values: the opposite [of the belief in the mingling of the sexes] is appropriate. 73 

Islam has set certain limits [in the arena of social activities] which do not pertain to 
women needing permission to take part in activities. Rather, it is pertains to the 
mingling of men and women—which is a sensitive issue in Islam. Islam believes 
that men and women—wherever they are, on the streets, at office, or business 
places—must observe certain limits between themselves. There is a limit, and a 
buffer defined between Muslim men and women. Relationships between men and 
women, are not like relationships among men, or among women [in unisex settings]. 
If this sensitivity demanded by Islam regarding the relationships between men and 
women is properly observed, women can do any type of activities that men can do 
in the society, if they are physically able, have the time, and want to do them... In 
order to provide them with a safe and healthy environment, where women can 
perform their activities in the society, and men can fulfill their responsibilities, Islam 
has defined Hijab, and it is one of the remarkable laws of Islam. 

Wherever hijab is taken away from women, wherever they push women towards 
bareness and nudity, security is taken away primarily from women and secondarily 
from men and the youth. To preserve a healthy and secure environment wherein 
women can pursue their tasks and men can carry out their responsibilities. 74 

Men and women can talk to one another, they can do business, they can argue with 
each other, and they can make friends, but there are limits that they must observe. 
This is an Islamic rule. Overstepping the limits, destroying women's human dignity, 
turning them into an object of pleasure, and using them as a means for marketing 
flashy ornaments are prohibited in Islam. 

Islam says that women should increase their honor and dignity. Women are advised 
to achieve enough honor and dignity to stop caring whether they are being watched 
by a man or not. There is a lot of difference between these ideal Muslim women and 
women who painstakingly select their clothes, make-up, words, and gait in order to 
attract attention. 
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In Islam, women have been prohibited from showing off their beauty in order to 
attract men or cause fitna. Showing off one's physical attraction to men is a kind of 
fitna, and it can cause various problems. It is not a matter of a young girl or boy 
committing a sin - this is the first and maybe the smallest problem. The 
consequences will affect the family. Basically, such unprincipled relationship 
between men and women is a deadly poison that can affect the health of the family. 
That is because the survival of the family depends on love. In fact, the family is built 
on love. If this love for beauty and members of the opposite sex is found somewhere 
other than the framework of the family, the stability of the family will be 
undermined, leading to the situation that western countries are currently suffering 
from. Families keep falling apart in the west, and this has turned into a great tragedy. 
It is women who suffer most from the consequences. Of course men are also harmed 
by this situation, but women suffer more. This tragedy is passed on to future 
generations as well. Current juvenile delinquency in America is rooted in the fact 
that families have fallen apart. That is to say, the break-up of the family has opened 
a Pandora's box. 75 

thought that as long as women wore hijab, they would not be able to enter different 
social and political arenas. In the case of the resistance that led to the Islamic 
Revolution, I know for a fact that in certain parts of the country our women entered 
the arena earlier than our men. They arranged street protests earlier than men. The 
same is true of different other events which took place after the victory of the Islamic 
Revolution and during the Sacred Defense Era[...] Hijab gives women freedom and 
an identity. In spite of the dim-witted and superficial propaganda campaigns of 
materialistic people, hijab does not shackle women. By ignoring hijab and failing to 
cover what Allah the Exalted has asked them to cover, women undermine their own 
dignity and value. Hijab brings about dignity. It makes women more valuable. It 
increases women's dignity and respect. 76 

Hijab does not intend to marginalize women. If someone has such an understanding 
of Hijab, it's completely wrong and offset. 77 
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Islam wants women to achieve the peak of intellectual, scholarly, social, political, 
and spiritual growth and benefit society and humanity in the best possible way. All 
Islamic teachings, especially the issue of hijab, are based on this. The purpose of 
hijab is not to isolate women. The purpose of hijab is to prevent unprincipled 
relationship between men and women in society. This kind of relationship will harm 
society, men, and women. 

According to Islamic ideals, there is a paradigm for Muslim women to follow. This 
model is complete: an Islamic woman is a woman who possesses faith; she embraces 
"ifaff" [chastity, virtue]; she manages the most important elements of human 
education; she is influential in society; she can grow, scientifically and spiritually; 
she is the doyenne of the very important foundation of family and a great source of 
comfort for man: all of these qualities exist, as well as other female qualities such as 
delicacy, softness of heart, and preparedness for receiving the divine light. These 
qualities make up the paradigm for the Muslim woman. These are the very 
characteristics that the Holy Prophet (pbuh) applied to various statements while 
praising Fatima Zahra and Khadija al-Kubra 78 (God's greeting be upon them), and 
women in general... Islamic hijab is a means immunity for women. Hijab is not a 
means for restricting women. The world is hearing a new concept: women can have 
an active presence in social arenas, and they can exert a deep social influence. Today, 
the women of our country influence various fields. At the same time, hijab, modesty, 
[preserving] distinguished characteristics of men and women as well as [observing] 
a distance [of privacy] between men and women, refusal to be abused by men, or 
being reduced to an object of pleasure for selfish strangers are among the 
characteristics of Iranian and Muslim women. 79 

The fact that our woman athletes enter sports arenas with hijab is very important. I 
do not know whether those who evaluate the events of our country have an accurate 
understanding of this issue or not. This is an extraordinary issue. In a certain 
European country, some people dare to kill a woman because she is wearing hijab. 
And they do it in a court of law and in front of the judge. This is the case. They are 
not ashamed of it. Under a certain illegitimate law, they harass women who wear 
hijab in universities, stadiums, parks and on the streets. In such conditions, a woman 
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who wears hijab stands on the medal platform in such countries and makes everyone 
respect her. Is this a minor achievement? This is a very great achievement. 80 

Iranian women - especially those who have managed to make scholarly 
achievements in different fields within the framework of Islam, Islamic teachings, 
and hijab - should convince women across the world that acquiring knowledge is 
not synonymous with immorality. They have to convince all women that lack of 
commitment to moral standards in their relationship with men is not a prerequisite 
for acquiring knowledge. It is possible to observe all these moral standards and 
achieve high scholarly positions. The behavior of Muslim women can be held up as 
an example of the message of Islam to the world. 81 

The entire western world and their media, and those moneygrubbing authors who 
are agents of the major global capitalists and Zionists, have united to ridicule the 
Islamic Republic. They launched a propaganda war on the question of Hijab to try 
to make us retreat. Despite their propaganda, the Islamic Iran and the Muslim women 
stayed committed to Hijab; they stayed true to the Islamic dignity of Muslim women 
and Islamic teachings about women, with strength, resolution, and a spirit of 
confidence and self-esteem. 82 

Our enemies are literally killing themselves outside the country in order to do so 
[promote ideas against hijab]. They carry out this mission in different ways: they are 
spending large sums of money in order to employ television, radio channels, and 
internet websites; they request that these media outlets promote their agendas and 
repeat them numerous times [to persuade the public]. But, to what end? To deceive 
a handful of girls to remove their hijabs on the street. So much money, endeavor, 
and planning are behind this course of action. Their efforts are intense, but their 
efforts are also in vain. 83 

One of the sins that western civilization committed is the movement that they 
launched on the issue of women. We have many things to say in this regard. The 
great sin that western civilization has committed against women cannot be wiped 
out or made up for any time soon, nor can it be easily put into words. Like everything 
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else, they give this movement different names. They commit crimes, but they refer 
to it as measures to defend human rights. They oppress the people, but they refer to 
it as a move to support nations. They launch attacks, but they call it defense. The 
characteristics of western civilization are deceitfulness, hypocrisy, dishonesty and 
contradiction between words and actions. They behave towards the women exactly 
in the same way. Unfortunately, they have established their culture throughout the 
world. They have acted in a way that today one of the most important responsibilities 
or the most important responsibility of women is to put themselves on display and 
put their beauty at the service of men's pleasure. These things have become the main 
qualities that women should have. Unfortunately, the world has become like this. In 
the most formal meetings, such as political meetings and different other meetings, 
men should wear long pants and modest clothes, but if women appear as nude as 
they can, it is alright. Is this normal? Is this natural? Is this a natural process? They 
have done this. Women should put themselves on display and they should become 
objects of pleasure for men. Is there a kind of oppression which is worse than this? 
They call this freedom and they call the opposite behavior restriction. This is while 
hijab and modesty earn women respect. This gives women protection. They are 
taking away this protection on a daily basis. And they give different names to what 
they do to women. The first consequence or perhaps one of the first consequences 
of this behavior was that the family was destroyed and under mi ned. When the family 
is undermined and destroyed in a society, corruption will be established in that 
society. 84 

If a woman is determined to distinguish herself in western societies, she has no 
choice but to make use of her sexual appeal. I believe this is the greatest blow, the 
biggest insult and the greatest injustice as far as women are concerned. 
Unfortunately there is a cultural norm in western culture according to which women 
are considered the giver and men are considered the taker. Other societies followed 
the west and made efforts on its path. And this norm has been established in the 
world. If somebody says something that goes against this norm, they create uproar 
against him. For example, if in a society women are prohibited from wearing make¬ 
up in public places, they will create uproar. But there will be no uproar in the world 
if the opposite is done - that is to say, if immodesty is promoted among women in a 
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society. When a society promotes modesty and discourages make-up among women, 
dominant propaganda machines of the world create uproar about it. This shows that 
there is a culture, a policy, a strategy that has been followed for many years in order 
to consolidate this wrong and insulting position for women. And unfortunately this 
has already happened. 85 

In the west they are gradually voicing their opposition to hijab in an open way. They 
say that hijab is the symbol of a religious movement and that they do not want 
religious symbols to be promoted in their secular societies. These are the reasons 
that they present for this opposition. I believe what their claims are a lie. It is not a 
matter of religion. The problem is that the fundamental policy of the west is to 
promote moral corruption among women and to exploit them, and hijab works 
against this policy. Even if hijab is not motivated by religious faith, they oppose it. 
This is the main problem. This issue has resulted in serious consequences for 
different communities: the break-up of the family and shocking statistics about 
women trafficking. According to a report that has been published globally -1 think 
the report has been published by the UN - women trafficking is among the trades 
that are growing fastest in the world. There are a few countries which are worst in 
this regard and the Zionist regime is among them. Under the guise of labor, marriage 
and other such things, they collect women and girls from poor countries in Latin 
America, certain Asian countries and certain poor European countries and they 
deliver them to certain centers, centers whose names and activities would shock 
people. All of these things are the result of the misconception about women, the 
result of the oppressive inequation about women's position in society. The issue of 
illegitimate children - which is most common in America - and the issue of 
cohabitation are in fact destroying the warm family environment and its blessings. 
They are depriving humanity of these blessings. It is necessary to do something in 
this regard. It is necessary to define the position of women and to stand up against 
the propaganda of the west in a serious way. 86 

The corrupt western world tried to impose its wrong and misguided redefinition of 
women on the people of the world - which was degrading to women. They tried to 
convince the world that in order to develop a personality, women have to look 
attractive to men. What kind of personality is that? They said women have to give 
up their modesty and morality and use their physical appeal in order to gain the 
approval of men. Is this humiliation or respect? Influenced by Zionist elements, the 
ignorant and intoxicated western world presented this idea under the guise of respect 
for women. And some people were taken in. The greatness of women does not 

85 May 22, 2011 

86 May 22, 2011 



depend on their ability to attract the attention of immoral men. Such an ability is not 
an honor for women. It will not bring about respect for them. It will only bring about 
hu mi liation. The greatness of women depends on their ability to preserve their God- 
given modesty. Their greatness depends on combining this ability with pious dignity 
and a sense of responsibility. They should use their fe mi nine delicacy and their pious 
inflexibility appropriately. The combination of delicacy and pious inflexibility is 
particular to women. That is the advantage that Allah the Exalted has bestowed on 
women. Therefore, the Holy Quran mentions the names of two women as examples 
of religious faith for both men and women. "And God sets forth, as an example to 
those who believe, the wife of Pharaoh" [The Holy Quran, 66: 11]. "And Mary the 
daughter of Imran" [The Holy Quran, 66: 12]. God mentions the wife of Pharaoh 
and Mary as two examples of faith. These are some signs that point to an underlying 
Islamic ideology. 87 

Of course, a number of women may become outstanding, honorable and modest 
personalities in western systems. This holds true for men too. But the general outlook 
towards women, which has become firmly established in western culture, is an 
objectifying and insulting outlook. From the western viewpoint, the reason why 
women should not wear a chador and why they should not wear hijab is not that it 
wants them to be free. You say that you can have freedom with hijab as well. The 
West has a different opinion. It wants women to entertain men's eyes and It wants 
women to a have a special appearance in society. Of course, they cover it up with 
certain beautiful words and they give it different names. 88 

What the Western women achieved by plummeting into the quagmire of corruption 
and perversion was the destruction of the family. That women could only advance 
in science and politics or in social activities by merely removing hijab was an 
absolute falsity. Women could do so by holding onto their hijab and decency and we 
have experienced the fact in our Islamic country. Banning hijab was a prelude to 
striping women of their dignity and decency. It was meant to keep people busy with 
powerful sexual desires. They wanted to prevent people from doing other things and 
they were successful for some time. But the strong faith of the Iranian nation did not 
let this happen. 89 

They blame us for making hijab obligatory for women. However, they themselves 
have made women to remove their hijab. Blow for blow! Yet, their actions in the 
matter of women are more detrimental than that. In the western culture, the woman 
is driven to corruption. That men and women sit next to one another at diplomacy 
desks will never compensate for the detriments the West has inflicted on women. 
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They believe women are worthless without makeup; that women need to do makeup 
so men appreciate their appearance. This is the biggest insult to the woman. 90 
In the West, including the United States, where they endlessly talk about equality of 
rights for men and women, there are horrendous statistics of violence against 
women, and of using them in different settings. So the issues concerning women are 
not resolved by the solutions provided by the West, and by rejecting Hijab and 
religious constraints, these problems worsen. On the other hand, Islam endeavors to 
create a healthy environment based on reason and thought, where the weak would 
not be dominated... Contrary to the West's rants about Hijab as something that limits 
the rights and liberties of women, Hijab has nothing to do with [suppressing] the 
rights and liberties of women. Hijab is a must for men and women that has to be 
observed by each in a certain way. Because by removing Hijab, women would face 
the same fate that has afflicted women in Western environments through abusing 
them. Islam's approach to Hijab is a very wise approach. Hijab is relevant in the 
limits of personal lives of men and women, and in this regard, Chador, while not 
proven essential, is considered to be the best Hijab. 91 

It is not us who have to defend our position. It is the corrupt Western culture that 
needs to defend itself. What we offer women is something that no thoughtful, honest 
person could deny that it is in the interest of women. We are inviting women to 
modesty, purity, Hijab, and avoiding unrestrained mingling among men and women, 
protecting human dignity, and restraining from putting on make-up for fulfilling the 
interests of men [other than their husbands] so that they would not be rendered into 
satisfying the lustful eyes. Is this something harmful? This is the dignity of a Muslim 
woman. This is the dignity of a woman. Those who encourage women to expose 
themselves to the men on the streets so that they can satisfy their sexual desires, must 
defend themselves as to why they have lowered women and subjected them to such 
shame. They have to answer. Our culture is such that dignified and thoughtful 
Westerners, too, prefer and act upon it. Even there, modest, dignified and virtuous 
women and women who value themselves would not accept to be used to satisfy 
sexual desires of men. The corrupt culture of the West has many examples like this. 92 
The western world which has hu mi liated women in different eras should answer for 
its actions. Until recently, women did not have any independent financial rights in 
European and western countries. In spite of their numerous claims, western women 
did not have the right to freely use their wealth until the early twentieth century. It 
was their husbands who were entitled to make use of their wealth. That is to say, 
when a woman got married, the ownership of her wealth and properties would pass 
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on to her husband. She was not allowed to own her wealth. It was in the early part 
of the twentieth century that women were given some ownership rights. That is to 
say, they used to deprive women of these most basic human rights. However, they 
focused their efforts and attention on the issues that were polar opposites of genuine 
Islamic values. That is why I emphasize hijab so much. 

In the modern world, people are sensitive to women's dress code! If someone - a 
prominent figure, a philosopher, an army officer, or a politician - protests against 
lack of hijab, he or she will be booed. People are not very sensitive to many types of 
corruption and many bad habits. If a country bans alcoholic drinks, it will be booed 
and jeered in the world. This country will be labeled as reactionary. Where do these 
cultural norms belong? Where do lack of hijab and legalization of alcoholic drinks 
belong? These norms belong to Europe. They are rooted in the old cultural norms of 
European countries. These norms are now assumed to be correct in other parts of the 
world as well, and if someone protests against them, he or she is thought to have 
committed a great sin! 

Regarding women's rights, we should not take a defensive position - we should 
adopt an offensive position. They protest why our women should wear hijab and 
why hijab is obligatory. In the west, it is lack of hijab that is obligatory! Their 
problems with hijab are far more serious than this. Women have been degraded in 
the western world and western culture. The fact that men and women are both 
allowed to achieve political positions cannot compensate for the problems 
westerners have caused for women. 

In order to establish permanent hegemony in a country, one should change the 
culture of that country. That is to say, in order to completely subdue a country, the 
culture of its people should be consistent with the culture of the colonizer. 
Westerners tried this in the east, but they were not very successful. They want to do 
the same thing in Afghanistan today. Undoubtedly, one of their most important goals 
is to destroy the noble foundations that give rise to national identities. They have 
started with Islam. They are opposed to hijab, religious faith, and all manifestations 
of religion. 

The west criticizes the Islamic Republic for making hijab compulsory. But they fail 
to criticize the countries in which lack of hijab is obligatory. The reason is that hijab 
goes against the accepted cultural norms in the west. They are very sensitive to this 
issue. 

They constantly talk about global criteria. When they want to say that the Islamic 
Republic should do something, what they emphasize more than anything else is that 
Iran should conform to global criteria. By criteria, they mean the things that are 
consistent with the norms of western culture. Therefore, this kind of pressure is 



constantly used by westerners. Whenever a non-western culture - especially Islamic 
culture, which is not passive and submissive - is promoted somewhere in the world, 
they fight it vigorously. They pressure and hu mi liate it. 93 

Reza Shah was the person who promoted western culture - more appropriately, 
western domination of Iran - and English colonialism more than anyone else. In the 
modern world, changing national costume by the order of a king is considered a 
disgrace. People wear their own costume in different parts of the world, and they are 
proud of their clothes. But Reza Shah's government suddenly announced that it was 
forbidden to wear Iranian costume! Why? Because they said it was not possible to 
become a scholar in that costume! The great Iranian scholars whose works are still 
being taught in Europe were raised in this cultural context. How would one's clothes 
affect one's knowledge?! This ridiculous pretext was what they presented. They 
changed national costume of our nation. Women were not allowed to observe hijab. 
They banned women from wearing a chador. They said, "It is not possible for a 
woman to become a scholar or take part in social activities in a chador!" How much 
did banning the chador contribute to social activities of women in Iran? Neither men 
nor women were provided with the opportunity to increase their participation in 
social activities. 

When Iranian women entered social activities and encouraged men to enter different 
arenas, they were wearing a chador. What is the negative effect of wearing a chador? 
How would a man's or woman's clothes prevent him or her from taking part in social 
activities? The illiterate and ignorant bully - namely, Reza Shah - served as a pawn 
in the hands of the enemy. All of a sudden, he decided to change our national 
costume simply because western women did not wear scarves! That was what they 
imported from the west. They did not import what our nation needed. They did not 
import western knowledge, experience, diligence, and risk-taking. They did not 
emulate their positive characteristics. Even when they did import positive things, 
they accepted them uncritically. For instance, they imported western knowledge, but 
accepted everything uncritically. They said they had to accept western knowledge 
simply because it came from the west. They said they had to accept western dress 
code and cuisine as well as western ways of walking and speaking just because they 
were western. Such an attitude is the deadliest poison to a country. It is absolutely 
wrong to adopt such an attitude. 

Women were truly oppressed under the evil royal system. If women wanted to enter 
scientific arenas, they had to give up their religion, piety, and morals. At that time, 
it was very difficult for a woman to preserve her hijab and dignity in universities, 
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educational environments, and scientific and cultural centers. It was very difficult 
for a Muslim woman to walk in the streets of Tehran and some other cities while she 
was wearing even partial hijab. It was very difficult to preserve Islamic dignity and 
be immune from verbal abuse and from suggestive looks of immoral men. They had 
made it almost impossible for women to acquire knowledge in this country. Of 
course there were some exceptions, but it was not possible for most women to enter 
scholarly arenas unless they agreed to give up their hijab and their Islamic piety and 
dignity. 

After the Revolution, Islam and Imam Khomeini (r.a.) placed women at the center 
of political activities and gave the flag of the Revolution to women. Our women 
stepped into the arena and at the same time managed to preserve their hijab, dignity, 
chastity, faith, and piety. Nobody has done a greater favor to Iranian and Muslim 


women. 




As we saw during the Revolution and as we can see now, when Muslim women go 
back to their nature, they can make a great difference. Thankfully, we have many 
knowledgeable women in various fields: Diligent and gifted female students, highly 
educated women, and prominent woman doctors. In the Islamic Republic, various 
scientific fields are dominated by Iranian ladies. They preserve their morality, 
observe hijab, raise their children in an Islamic manner, and take care of their 
husbands according to Islamic teachings, and at the same time they engage in 
political and scientific activities. It is possible for a woman with an Islamic character 
to fully realize her potential in an Islamic environment and keep away from 
corruption, luxurious lifestyle, and hu mi liation. As mentioned, The behavior of 
Muslim women can be held up as an example of the message of Islam to the world. 94 

In the dominantly oriental delineation, women are regarded as peripheral elements 
with no role in making history; and in the dominantly western classification, women 
are creatures whose sexual category is preferred over their humanity and are thus 
sexual instruments to serve the interests of men and modern capitalism. The 
lionesses of the Islamic Revolution of Iran and the 8-year sacred defense era against 
Saddam invasion proved that there is a third paradigm which is neither oriental nor 
western. Muslim Iranian women opened to the women of the world, a new chapter 
in history that proved one can be a woman, maintain her chastity, modestly dressed 
and noble, and yet actively be at the center of the events. One can protect the pure 
stronghold of the family and yet build new strongholds on the political and social 
arenas and make great accomplishments. [They were] women who coupled the 
utmost of their feminine tender emotions and kindness with the spirit of endeavor, 
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martyrdom and resistance, victoriously conquering the most demanding fields 
through their courage, sincerity and self-sacrifice. 

During the Revolution and the Sacred Defense Era, some Iranian women emerged 
who would globalize the definition of woman; their presence in the arena of growth 
and self-purification of herself; in the arena of safeguarding a healthy home, and a 
balanced family; and in the arena of social leadership and the endeavor to bid what 
is right and forbid what is wrong: endeavor in the social realm. They can break any 
major impasse. 

New sovereignty and charisma has emerged in the recent era, thanks to the blood of 
these combatting women, who influenced women in the Muslim World firstly, and 
is going to, sooner or later, influence the position and fate of women of the world, 
secondly. 

As long as the light of Hazrat 95 Khadijah al-Kubra (pbuh) and Hazrat Fatima Zahra 
(pbuh) and Hazrat Zainab (pbuh) 96 continues to shine, the old and new anti-woman 
plots will not bear any results. Not only did thousands of Iranian women with 
Karbala-like spirit stand up against the apparent cruelties against women but they 
also revealed the true nature of modern cruelties to women. 

They showed that women's divine right to dignity is the most important right of 
women, a right that has never been recognized in the so-called modern world and it 
is time for this right to be recognized. 97 

The issue of women and the issue of family are our main issues. Of course, the issue 
of women is not separable from the issue of family. I would like to add that if 
someone wants to discuss the issue of women by separating it from the issue of 
family, they will face certain problems in understanding and finding the cure. These 
two issues should be studied together although they are two single issues. 

Westerners misunderstood the issue of women. They acted in the wrong way and 
they promoted this misunderstanding and these wrong, deviant and deadly actions 
throughout the world like common currency in a country. Besides, their propaganda 
apparatus, which is very broad in scope, does not allow those individuals who have 
different opinions from theirs to express them. If you want to find a correct solution 
on the issue of women and accompany it with its major requirements and if you want 
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to move forward and achieve results in the long run, you should clear your minds of 
western thoughts about the issue of women. 98 

The west wants to impose its culture on everywhere. The culture of the West is the 
culture of nudity. Of course, I should tell you that, this nudity, this corruption, this 
licentiousness, this scandalous manner that some women in many western countries 
have adopted are pervasive in the West either. This is, however, what is growing on 
a daily basis due to their own wrongful advertising and propaganda. Otherwise, until 
40 or 50 years ago, even in the western countries this was not so widespread. Now, 
they want to export the corruption and licentiousness that they have been afflicted 
with to Islamic countries. But, we do not want it. This is harmful to social life. And 
it is harmful for them too. It is harmful, no matter where it happens. The Islamic 
method is the best for us. During the events of the revolution and after the revolution 
until now, our women have demonstrated that they stand at the highest levels when 
it comes to matters which are the true criteria of life; at their principles and values. 
A mother who sacrifices her children on the path of God and on the path of achieving 
the ultimate goal—a goal which is sacred to her and to God—yet, does not even 
frown upon the loss has fulfilled a very prominent deed. This is not insignificant. 
Regardless of how you evaluate and assess it, this is magnificent. Has not the young 
lady who has respected her and her husband’s honor for 10, 11 years while her 
husband was captivated by the enemy—and who has come out of this trial with 
utmost virtuousness, honor and chastity- done a great valuable deed?! These are 
valuable. 99 

I am not saying that we should be uninformed about their 100 ideas. This is not what 
I am saying. We are not advocates of ignorance. I myself am an advocate of 
knowledge and familiarity, but we should completely reject the authority of these 
thoughts and ideas. Western thoughts and opinions on the issue of women cannot be 
a source of happiness and guidance for human societies at all. 

First, their thoughts are based on materialistic and non-divine epistemology. Well, 
this is wrong. Any knowledge-based and intellectual school of thought which is 
based on materialistic understanding and belief is naturally wrong. The outlook 
towards the truths of creation should be known, understood and followed up together 
with the outlook towards divine epistemology, belief in the existence and power of 
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God and divine presence and authority. Therefore, because the basis and root of 
western thoughts are materialistic, they are wrong. This is the first reason. 

The second reason is that a businesslike, profit-based and economic view has 
influenced the western outlook on the issue of women. This can clearly be seen in 
the history of the industrial revolution. In Europe, women did not have the right to 
own something. Women's property belonged to men and their husbands. They did 
not have the right to possess something in their name. And when democracy was 
promoted in the west, women did not have suffrage. 

In such a world, investors suddenly thought of the issue of the industrial revolution, 
factories and the efficient presence of women in factories with low costs. Then, they 
granted women suffrage so that they could draw them to factories and give them 
lower wages. Naturally, the entrance of women to the arena of employment had its 
own requirements and results which have continued until today. Therefore, besides 
the fact that the western outlook towards women is a non-divine and materialistic 
outlook, the policies which have brought about the current conditions in the western 
world - particularly in Europe - have been accompanied by a businesslike, profit- 
based and economic outlook. 

Another reason why we should avoid the western outlook on the issue of women is 
that in this outlook, women are a means for satisfying lust. This is undeniable. If 
someone makes this claim, some people may create uproar. They may say, "No, this 
is not the case". However, when one takes a look at their lives, one sees that this is 
the dominant outlook. In social environments, the more women appear in an 
immodest way, the more appropriate it will be. 

They do not have the same opinion about men. as mentioned, In official meetings, 
men should dress up. They should wear ties and suits. They should dress formally 
on such occasions. But in these formal meetings, women should appear in a different 
way. 

A book written by Jimmy Carter - the former president of America - has been 
published which is named "A Call to Action: Women, Religion, Violence, And 
Power". Jimmy Carter says in this book, "Every year, 100,000 girls are sold as slaves 
in America where the owner of a brothel can buy girls - who are usually Latin 
American or African - at only 1000 dollars". 

He also refers to the rapes which occur in colleges where only one case out of 25 
cases is reported. He goes on to say that only one percent of rapists are put to trial in 



the army. One cries when one reads such things. I see such writings as well, but I 
never base my opinions on them. However, these are realities. 

Jimmy Carter is a well-known personality after all and this is his book. What kind 
of situation is this? What kind of respect - towards women - is this? A well-known 
and famous western writer writes a novel for dignifying prostitution. This book 
points out how sex dealers go to Latin-American countries and take girls with them 
to sell them in such centers. They do this by giving the girls empty promises. Of 
course, this is related to Europe, not America. This book and this novel tries to 
pretend that prostitution is a dignified job. This is the western culture towards 
women. This is their respect towards women. 

If we want our outlook towards the issue of women to be healthy, reasonable and 
precise, the first condition is that we should completely clear our mi nds of the 
statements that westerners make about women - about their employment, 
management and sexual equality. 

One of the greatest mistakes of western thoughts about the issues of women is this 
sexual equality. Justice is a legitimate concept, but equality is sometimes legitimate 
and sometimes illegitimate. Why should we separate an individual who has been 
built for a particular domain - in terms of one's natural make up, whether physical or 
emotional - from that particular domain and drag her towards another domain which 
Allah the Exalted has built for another make-up? Why should we do this? What 
reason do we have for doing so? What kind of sympathy is this? Why should women 
be entrusted with carrying out male tasks? What kind of honor is to have women 
carry out male tasks? 

I am sorry that sometimes women and ladies themselves show sensitivity over this 
issue. They ask, "What is our difference with men?" Well, there is no difference 
between men and women on many issues. Islam looks at men and women as human 
beings. There is no difference between men and women on the issue of humanity, 
spiritual positions, {human rights, social rights} 101 and the many intellectual and 
scientific talents that they have. 102 That is to say, a man can become Ali ibn Abi 
Talib (pbuh) and a woman can become Fatima Zahra (pbuh) . A man can become 
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Jesus (pbuh) and a woman can become Mary (pbuh). They are not different from 
each other. 103 

Islam is a proponent of human perfection. From an Islamic point of view, men and 
women are not at all different in this regard. Humanity consists of both men and 
women. In terms of their human and divine qualities, men and women are not 
different from one another. 

Through defending women's rights, Islam seeks to prevent oppression to women. 
Islam wants to prevent men from dominating women. In a family, there are 
principles and rights that have to be observed. Men and women have their own 
rights. These rights have been specified in a scrupulously fair manner, and there is a 
balance between them. 

Human morality, providing an opportunity for cultivating human talents, and 
fulfilling the responsibilities entrusted to men and women are the things that are 
important to Islam. Naturally, in order to help men and women fulfill their 
responsibilities, it is necessary to be familiar with their nature. Islam is well aware 
of the nature of men and women. From an Islamic perspective, the important point 
is that there should be a balance. That is to say, there should be justice between men 
and women. The existence of equal rights for men and women is what Islam is 
concerned with. However, men and women may have different Islamic rights in 
some cases, and this is in line with the fact that the natural tendencies of men are 
different from those of women in some cases. Therefore, the largest number of facts 
about the nature of men and women can be found in Islamic teachings. 104 
We should regard the home in which we live as important. One cannot imagine 
human beings without a home and without a place to live. Any human being needs 
a home and the family environment. The family is like the soul of the home. This 
should be regarded as important. This should be thought about in a careful way. 

It is only the delicate and gentle fingers of the mother which can separate the 
extremely thin nerve fibers of a child's nervous system from one another so that he 
will not have any emotional complexes or problems. Nobody else can do this. That 
is to say, nobody else except for a woman can do this. This is a feminine task. A 
number of tasks require such delicacy that one wonders how the divine will has 
bestowed such a great capability and such delicacy on women. 105 
God has created a delicate nature for women. Some fingers are big and unwieldy and 
thus good for digging a stone out of the ground, but if a tiny gem is to be touched, it 
is unlikely that they could pick it. But there are delicate and thin fingers which cannot 
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pick that stone but can pick off the ground the tiny gem or piece of gold. That is the 
story of man and woman. Each have their own responsibilities. One cannot say 
whose responsibility is greater. Both have great responsibilities. Both are essential. 
Since a woman’s spirit is more delicate, it needs more peace and tranquility. She 
needs comfort and a secure source to rely on. Who is this source of reliance? It is the 
husband. That is how God has placed them next to one another. 106 

Men and women have two different molds. Each of these molds is shaped for a 
particular task. Of course, there are certain common tasks among them. Is it a service 
if we separate either of these two molds from their domain and put it in another 
domain? This is what westerners are doing. Many of their international conventions 
result from this outlook. 

They have destroyed their own lives because of this wrong thought. They want to 
destroy other people's lives as well, we should really attend to the main issues, not 
those issues which are of secondary importance, when working on the issues of 
women. Paying attention to the issue of family - particularly the issue of women's 
health, security, tranquility and respect in the family environment - is one of the main 

107 

issues. u 

You should see what factors take away women's tranquility and peace of mind inside 
the family. You should try to remove these factors with legal ways and with 
promotional and different other methods. This is the basis of the issue. Women are 
a source of tranquility at home. They are a source of tranquility for men and children 
including girls and boys. If women themselves do not enjoy psychological 
tranquility, they cannot share their tranquility with their family. A woman who is 
humiliated, insulted and pressured because of her job cannot be the lady of the house. 
She cannot be the manager of the family. This is while women are, in fact, managers 
of the family. This is the main issue. 

The typical image of women at home is the image of a creature of secondary 
importance who is responsible for rendering services to others. This image is shared 
by many people. Some people openly express it and some people do not, although 
they believe it in their hearts. This is the exact opposite of what Islam has mentioned. 
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I have repeatedly quoted this well-known hadith 108 , Imam Ali (pbuh) said: "Women 
are like flowers. They are not servants". This hadith says that we should not think 
women are the servants of the house and that they should only do household chores. 
This is not the case. 

Well, notice that this is one of the several chapters about women: the issue of 
respecting women's work at home. They are not obligated to do household chores 
and their work can be bought. That is to say, they can receive money for the work 
that they do at home. These are the things which exist in Islam . 109 

Husbands, children, fathers and brothers should behave in a respectful way towards 
women. If women are regarded as respectable in the family environment, an 
important part of problems in our society will be solved. Oppressive behavior exists 
in the West but it should not be even imagined in an Islamic country /w Imagine that 
in a family and in a home, the man hurls all kinds of insults at his own wife, including 
behavioral and verbal insults and physical abuse. This issue should not occur. Of 
course, this occurs many times in western countries. And this is not unexpected. 
They easily kill people and they coldheartedly commit crimes. Therefore, it is not 
surprising if women are beaten in the home by the Europeans and by the Americans. 
But such a thing should not be even imagined in an Islamic environment . 110 

In my opinion, the main issue - or let us say, one of the main issues - is the issue of 
home and family. The basis of the issue is women's security and opportunities in the 
family environment and their home-making is for cultivating their talents. Nothing 
should prevent them from studying, reading, learning and writing. Of course, this is 
related to those women who are interested in such things. The ground should be 
prepared for them to carry out these tasks. 

The issue of women's employment is not among the main issues. Of course, we are 
not at all opposed to women's employment. I myself am not at all opposed to their 
employment and their management as long as it does not clash with these main 
issues. If there is a clash, then the main issues have a priority. Naturally, one of the 
tasks that should be carried out in this third area is that we should see what jobs are 


108 Hadith (Arabic: daua.) which is also called "riwaya" (Arabic: “Mjj; lit.: narration) is a word 
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suitable for women's characteristics. There are some jobs which are not suitable for 
women's make-up. Therefore, women should not pursue such jobs. 

One of the tasks is that we should not impose on women those fields of study which 
lead to these jobs. Some people want to create uproar by saying that there is 
discrimination against women over the issue of universities, education and other 
such issues. Well, such discrimination is not bad in some areas. Discrimination is 
bad when it is against justice. Imagine that in a football team, you tell one player to 
play in attack, you tell another to play in defense and another to keep goal. Well, this 
is discrimination. If the player whose duty is to defend plays in attack, the team will 
naturally lose. If the forward is entrusted with goalkeeping - which is a task he does 
not know how to carry out - then, the team will naturally lose. 

This is discrimination, but it is justice-based. In such discrimination, you entrust 
different tasks to individuals. Therefore, we should see what fields of study are 
suitable for women by paying attention to the lofty goals that have been specified 
for them. We should prepare the ground for women to study such fields. We should 
not force them to study certain fields just because of their performance and their 
grade in the entrance exam. Such fields may neither be compatible with their 
womanly nature nor with their lofty goals. Besides, the job that is given to them with 
respect to their field of study may not be compatible with their make-up. In my 
opinion, these things should receive attention when it comes to the issue of women's 
employment. 

the fact that women cannot do all the jobs which men do should not be considered 
to be a disgrace or a flaw because this is not the case. Only those things which are 
not compatible with the divine nature are bad. We should look at the divine guidance 
and forget about the materialistic views which are promoted today by westerners and 
the Americans. They are very vile and they make extravagant claims. 111 

The western discourse on the issue of women has different dimensions, but it has 
two distinct dimensions. One is that it wants to give women a masculine identity. 
That is to say, it wants to make women behave like men. This is an important 
dimension of this discourse. Another is that it wants to make women prepare the 
ground for men to indulge in pleasure, whether the pleasure of watching women or 
other kinds of pleasure which are beyond this. This is another dimension of the 
western discourse on the issue of women. The issue of fe mi nism and other such 
things - which have become popular in the world today - are, in fact, the products of 
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western discourse. These are the consequences of what western discourse has done. 
They wanted to give women a masculine identity. That is to say, they were trying to 
make women do jobs which are more compatible with the physical and intellectual 
characteristics of men. They consider it as a source of honor and they would like to 
describe it as an advantage and a source of honor for women. 112 
Besides, they have a propagandist outlook. If someone speaks against them, they 
launch a propagandist attack. 113 

The basis of western culture is that women should be presented in society as a 
product, an object that men can benefit from. Promoting immodest clothing is a step 
in this direction. Over the past 100, 200 years, violence against women has been on 
the rise. There has been no decrease in this regard. Sexual freedom and unprincipled 
sexual behaviors in the west have not curbed sexual desires, which are natural and 
instinctive. In the past they used to promote the idea that men and women should be 
allowed to have free relationships with each other so that their sexual desires are 
diminished. Later on it became clear that what happens is the opposite. The more 
men and women are allowed to have free relationships with each other in society, 
the more the resulting situation increases sexual desires. The Western view of 
women is a degenerate, flawed, misleading and wrong view. 

The Islamic view of women brings about dignity, honor, growth and an independent 
identity for women. This is our claim and we can prove it with very compelling 
reasons. In an Islamic environment, a woman achieves scholarly growth. She 
achieves personal growth. She achieves ethical growth. She achieves political 
growth. She becomes a pioneer in the most essential social issues. Yet she remains 
a woman. Being a woman is an advantage, a source of pride. Isolating women from 
womanly environments and characteristics will not bring about any honor for 
women. Housekeeping, raising children and taking care of one's husband must not 
be considered a source of disgrace for women. Western culture made the family 
collapse. Today one of the great problems of the Western world is the breakup of the 
family and the increase in the number of abandoned children. The West will suffer 
from the consequences. Social developments build up over time. The West will be 
harmed most by this problem and the flashy materialistic civilization of the West 
will collapse along the fault lines of this problem. 114 

There are many things to say about the issue of women and what is related to women. 
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Women can completely control and influence men with their wisdom and delicacy. 
We can see this in practice and we can prove it by reasoning. This is a reality. Of 
course, there are a number of women who do not adopt wise measures and who, as 
a result, cannot do this. But if a woman is wise enough, she can tame a man. This is 
like the situation in which a person can bridle and ride on a wild lion. This does not 
mean that he is physically stronger than the lion. Rather, this means that he has 
managed to use his mental power. Women have this capability, but they should do 
this with delicacy and subtlety. When I say delicacy, I do not only mean physical 
delicacy. As well as physical delicacy, I mean delicacy in implementing thoughts 
and ideas, showing acumen and making decisions. These are capabilities which 
Allah the Exalted has bestowed on women. 115 

The first, most essential and most important job of a woman is her role as a mother. 
Even if a woman is the president of a country, her role as a mother is still more 
important. 

Motherhood is based on affection. God has created a human with high degrees of 
affection, so motherhood is not flawed. If motherhood was flawed, human 
generations would cease to exist; or the people, when entering adulthood, would not 
be perfect, morally stable, and sensible. This is the main reason behind the creation 
of mothers. 116 

It is the mother who transfers the culture, civilization, perceptions, ethical values of 
a group or a community to her child, via her body, her soul, her behaviours and 
manners, knowingly or unknowingly, all individuals are under the influence of their 
mother. Those whom by their actions become residents of Paradise, the base of their 
choice lies with their mother. As we say "Paradise is under the feet of mothers” 111 . 118 

It is wrong to assume, we should prevent women from partaking in economic and 
social activities with reference to Islam. Islam has not prescribed such a thing. 
However, Islam has not recommended imposing hard works, tough businesses, 
social and political tasks on women, either. Islam has adopted a moderate viewpoint; 
that is to say, if women have the opportunity and the time, and if it does not prevent 
them from bringing up their children, if they are enthusiastic and eager and have the 
physical strength and energy and if they are willing to take part in social, political 
and economic activities, they should not be prevented. But if they are forced to take 
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a job and work certain hours per day so that they can have a share in covering the 
household expenses, this is not what Islam has asked women. Islam considers this 
as a form of imposition on women. 119 

In Islam, bay'ah [oath of allegiance to a leader], personal ownership, and presence 
in political and social arenas are among the rights that have been preserved for 
women. "O Prophet, when believing women come to you giving you a pledge that 
they will not associate anything with Allah, and will not steal, and will not commit 
fornication, and will not kill their children, and will not bring a calumny which they 
have forged of themselves, and will not disobey you in what is good, accept their 
pledge." [The Holy Quran, 6: 12] Women used to pledge allegiance to the Prophet 
Muhammad (pbuh). Women were not forced to accept men's decision and their oath 
of allegiance to the Prophet (pbuh). He allowed women to pledge allegiance to him. 
Women had a choice in accepting his government and his political and social system. 
In this regard, westerners are 1300 years behind Islam. 

If our country manages to familiarize women with Islamic teachings, our national 
progress and prosperity will be increased by several times. If women enter an area 
with a sense of responsibility, the rate of progress in that area will be increased by 
several times. When women enter an arena, it means their families will enter the 
same arena. This is not true of men. 120 

The most important thing that mankind needs is peace of mind. Prosperity is being 
safe from spiritual turmoil, anxiety and being morally in peace: this is provided by 
family; for both men and women. The next sentence is fascinating. It reads: “and He 
placed between you affection and mercy” [in a couple] (Quran 30:21) The accurate 
relation between a man and a woman involves affection and mercy, friendship and 
kindness; they should love each other and also be thoughtful towards one another. 
Love along with violence is not acceptable; kindness without affection is not 
acceptable, either. 

The divine nature of men and women is a nature that creates, between a man and 
woman, a relationship based on passion and kindness: “affection and mercy.” If this 
relation changes, if the man acts as ruler of the homestead, if he looks down on the 
woman as an employee or a slave, this is oppressive behavior. The same goes for 
conditions outside of the family life: if the woman doesn’t have a safe and secure 
environment for her studies, work, possibly earning money and time for relaxation, 
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this is oppressive. Anybody who is responsible for this type of oppression must be 
prosecuted by the Islamic society and laws. 121 Preventing women from acquiring 
knowledge or continuing their education is an injustice to them. It is an injustice if 
women's conditions and workload prevent them from engaging in moral education 
and improving their knowledge and religious faith. It is an injustice if women are 
not allowed to use their wealth the way they want. It is an injustice if women are 
forced to marry a certain person - that is, if they are not allowed to have a role in 
choosing their husband and if their decision and wishes are ignored. It is an injustice 
if women are not given the opportunity to have an emotional relationship with their 
children - no matter if they live with their husband or they are divorced. It is an 
injustice if women who have a talent - for instance, scientific, creative, political, or 
social talent - are not given the opportunity to utilize their talent. 122 
Today when the civilized world of the West wants to compensate for its excessively 
blameworthy backwardness in the issue of women, they do so through obnoxious 
means. My impression is that they engulf the human concepts concerning women by 
advertisements as well as political and economic issues; as it has always been so in 
Europe and since the first days when women were granted some rights, the rights 
were mainly founded upon the same erroneous basis. 123 

Family matters are extremely important. The functional family is a chief pillar of 
society, functioning as major cells that make up a society. This notion does not mean 
that if a cell [family] is healthy other parts of society will also become healthy, or if 
it is unhealthy other parts of society will become unhealthy. Rather, healthy cells 
mean a healthy body. Our body is nothing but a collection of small cells. Any 
functioning organ is made up of a collection of cells. If we manage to keep healthy 
the cells that make up an organ, we will ensure the vitality of that organ: this 
metaphor reveals how important the family is. 

It is impossible for an Islamic society to progress in the absence of healthy, lively 
and dynamic families. In particular, it is impossible to make progress in the absence 
of ideal families when it comes to cultural matters, and certain other matters, that are 
not cultural in nature. Therefore, the family is an essential building block in any 
society. It may be argued that there is progress in the West in spite of the breaking 
up of families. The breakup of family units in the West, whose manifestations 
increase on a daily basis, will take its toll on Western societies. We must not expect 
to see the consequences too soon. The effects of global and historical events do not 
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reveal themselves instantly: they appear gradually; already some of their effects have 
been revealed. 


At a time when the West achieved several advancements, the family unit was intact. 
Moral principles were once observed in men-women relationships: of course, not 
Islamic like. Someone who is more familiar with the West can confirm this account 
both about Europe and America. Observing moral principles within man-woman 
relationships, modesty, and avoiding slander: these principles used to be observed 
once in the West. Immoral actions appeared gradually in the West. The ground was 
prepared, and things began to deteriorate arriving at the present day situation. The 
current situation in the West will bring about a very bitter and hard future for 
Westerners. 124 

One of the factors which has undermined the western ideological system and its 
spiritual domination is the increasing moral and spiritual crisis in the west. A clear 
sign of this crisis is that a feeling of absurdity, nothingness, desperation and 
psychological insecurity has been engendered in all western people particularly in 
youth. The foundation of the family has shaken in the west. And these are the 
consequences. 

Western orientation towards the issue of women has caused intellectuals, thinkers 
and broadminded personalities to seriously question feminism which was formed 
tens of years ago. These intellectuals and thinkers believe that feminism was a trap 
for women and that it created many obstacles for them. This is a long story. 

Another issue is the issue of giving value to decadent practices. For example, 
homosexuality becomes a value in the west and opposition to homosexuality 
becomes an anti-value. If a person, a government official, a president, and an 
outstanding personality is interviewed and if he says that he is opposed to 
homosexuality, this will be recorded as a negative point in his performance sheet. 
The moral environment has taken this direction in the west. Today, the situation is 
like this in the western world. 

Of course, it will not stop at this point and it will be much worse and much more 
inappropriate than what it is now. Of course, some western thinkers and well- 
intentioned personalities have understood this and they constantly issue warnings, 
but it is of no use. When a system falls into this abyss, there is no way out and its 
fate will be nothing but destruction. This is one factor why western values have been 
challenged. 125 
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The topic of gender justice and other such topics have been raised pretentiously by 
westerners. Some people are merely mimicking them: they have turned these ideas 
up on their megaphones. Where is the justice? In the present time, the greatest 
numbers of violent rapes are being committed throughout the Western World—in 
the US and in Europe. Is this justice? Their statistical calculations [for violent sex 
crimes] are much larger than in other countries. That is the while, some women, 
apparently—according to their own statements—enjoy freedom there [in the West]! 
According to statistics, most instances of domestic violence—violence at home—by 
men against women are committed in Western countries. 

Moreover, these statistics reveal that many women will not dare file a complaint 
against their abuser. These statistics are related to only those who file a complaint; 
so, these statistics do not represent all victims. It is those countries [Western 
countries] which have problems—problems related to life, to culture, and to the 
management of that society. So, where is the justice? There is no justice! They speak 
about gender justice simply to pursue their own goals [elsewhere]. Within Islam, 
gender justice means that women must be respected, they must be shielded from 
harassment, that men are not entitled to bully or use violence against women just 
because of their physical strength or because of having a larger body than women.— 
Justice represents this. 126 

In the name of defending the rights of women, some people make statements which 
are not a source of respect for women: on the contrary, such statements undermine 
women. 

For example, they say, “Why do you not allow women to work outside of the home?” 
First of all, who does not allow them to work outside the home environment? What 
is wrong with it [working outside]? Second, is working outside the house—for 
example, typing for some office all day—a proper position and status for women 
that we fight so hard for it? Is this the meaning of justice? Justice means 
understanding the qualities that Allah the Exalted has inserted in the nature of all 
creatures. 

Thus, we should appreciate the value of those qualities and cultivate them: this is 
Justice. Allah the Exalted has made men and women si mi lar to one another in some 
aspects. In terms of achieving spiritual positions, they are not different: an example 
of this is Fatima al-Zahra (God’s greetings be upon her). In terms of the power to 
lead, they are not different either: an example of this is Fatima al-Zahra (God’s 
greetings be upon her). In terms of having the capability to guide humanity, they are 
not different either: an example of this is Fatima al-Zahra (God’s greetings be upon 
her). But they are different in terms of responsibilities and duties when it comes to 
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managing life; again, an example of this is Fatima al-Zahra (God’s greetings be upon 
her). They do not understand what they are preaching and what they are defending. 
They say, “Why should women not be allowed to manage high-end positions?” Is 
management, in the corporate world, a great source of pride for humans that they 
look for reasons as to why managements roles are only for men? They refer to this 
as gender justice. —Is this justice? Those who have introduced gender equality 
around the world and pursued it are subject to many calamities and depravities in 
this area, in the present time, in a way that they have become regretful. 

Of course, many of them do not explicitly acknowledge any regret, and many of 
them grew up in a particular cultural setting; therefore, they do not understand what 
is happening; however, intellectuals understand this. Intellectuals acknowledge 
these calamities, understand this truth, and express their concern. 127 
You have heard of the ‘Harem-Sara’ [a part of a palace where the many women of 
the kings lived] of Sassanid kings. What does keeping a harem mean? It means 
insulting the women. A powerful man gives himself the right to keep a thousand 
women in his harem. If any of the subordinates of that king had the power, they 
would have kept a harem of their own. What kind of view towards women results in 
this? 

In such a world, the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) raised a daughter who, the prophet 
himself kissed her hands. Prophet Muhammad’s kissing the hands of Fatima al- 
Zahra (pbuh) should never be counted as simply a show of affection. It is so wrong 
if we think that he kissed her hand because he simply liked her daughter. Does such 
a high figure, with all the justice and wisdom that the Prophet had, and his leaning 
on divine revelation, bend to kiss his daughter's hand [only to show affection]? No, 
this is something else and has another meaning. It means that this young girl—aged 
between 18 and 25 when she passed away 128 [her age at the time of death is said to 
be between 18 and 25]—was at the highest summit of human nobleness, and was an 
extraordinary personality. This is Islam's view towards women. 129 
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